Secretary Rusk Holds P ess and Radio News Briefing at Los Angeles 
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I will have f.o say to you thai I have !>.•.•:- 
away from Ixrt.h tinkers ami cable- for about 
24 hours ami there may be one or two points 
on which I am not. quite up to dan-, but f -.'.-ill 
bo glad to have your questions. 

Q. Mr. Secretary \ I ni:ond< r if yon .rouhl ex- 
plain to us udiy if i.s s-ermingly prayer for u.s 
to hnve missile has, s in Turkey <n d Italy but 
improper for lite Soviet Gov, cnmvnt to luivc 
them- in Cuba. 

A. Well, the military establishment of 
NATO i.s directly related to the military 
establishment of the Soviet, Union. Now. back- 
in 1D4G, Ave had no allies, except those that 
were formed to defeat Germany and Japan. 
And those alliances, were expected to disappear. 

Now, the pressures by the Soviet Union into 
the free world against Western Europe in such 
areas as Greece, the seizure of Czechoslovakia, 
the Berlin blockade — all these pressures alerted 
the free world to the fact that they must or- 

1 For text of an address made by Secretary Husk at 
the regional conference that evening, see Pcrmmr? of 
Mar. 4, 1963, p. 311. 
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u, rii,. military problem of NATO is di- 
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i'>n has bases that are looking down 
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f nrrued force mil:,: be available in 
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The Question of Cuba 

Q. Mr. Secretary, about Cuba. Li the political 
rrificisin. the current criticism concerning Cuba, 
actually forcing a e/umgc of atlminvtt ration 
policy / 

A. Well, T think that the type of discus- 
sion not only is inevitable but important, but 
I don't believe that the main lines of policy 
can be affected by the day-to-day debate that 
goes on. The Cuban story is a long story, and 
there is plenty of room in it for all sorts of 
partisan debate. It goes back many years. 

But this is not the point those days. We, the 
United States, have a serious problem with re- 
spect to Cuba. Now, we can look back through 
two administrations and find that other steps 
might have been taken or that something might 
have been doue differently that might have 
made that situation different than it is today. 
But this is something in which we are all in- 
volved. 

Now, the Cuban question poses a problem 
for the United States, its allies in the hemi- 
sphere, its allies in NATO. As far as the hemi- 
sphere is concerned, there is, I think, today 
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more than ever, a deep Tea.liza.tion of what Cuba 
means to the hemisphere. This solidarity and 
unanimity of the hemisphere with respect to 

missile- last fall : is a clear indication of tins. 
Tin: a.'iion beinir taken in the various countries 
oi' tin- hemisphere, both individually and joint- 
ly, to move m on any kind of subversive activi- 
ties riuit '-nine, out of Cuba is another siirn of 
tills .'otwem. 

The isolation of Cuba that is ^rowine;- eco- 
nomically, psychologically, politically, is oar: 
of the general campaign to make it clear that 
Cuba is not iroimr f " be permitted to be a base 
**,...• agression \i\ this hemisphere, that Ca>.tro- 
■ sn. :s not an answer to the. understandable 
dtunainis of the people of the hemisphere, for 
• 'i-ouomic and social advancrm. at. ami that this 
:!,::-:;,.i-::: of sins hemic ;■•:••' from outside >-a;:- 


moved out. We want to see additional Soviet 
forces move out because, as I will indicate in 
my remarks this evening, the presence of those 
forces there '"i:;ii''i. provide safety for Cuba. 
They create dauber for Cuba and in this hemi- 
-jjh.'-r" r.> Idult as they are there. We would like 
to ;:-e tiiaf outtraltle continue, and we shall be 
.vateidue; very carefully the. next few weeks 
to see whether in fact they will continue. 

Solid Foundation of Western Alliance 

Q. Mr. Uu.sk— 

A. Yes? 

Q.-f't)ii'- lir <!"iu nuik>s a iury .Grange 
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,';...rjiir f •.-' /./;/. jm 7c.'. v !i>il'<' j<uL''l <<"+ h.nvi-s 
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tor :n ':;'■ world. hA.v. { do think that after 
lb- ( >-wA :- ■ r;-:- ' eas evident that the oi i;.'-r 

: ;.• h.A .-!■?. u-i-d uito a period of r-obnefy. that 
the cane T did not appear to be .--> !i;!oi-c 
Th'-refore v.-v <;i>uld adord to [)erha[is ar^ne 
a:no;;^ our .-;v.--a !:!tli- toon-. L«M me illuslrate 
• p :-at luih;' - : :,o; iii-r uay. I have been impressed 

vsii tiie \';i>-{ (hat on : v.o -'ritical decisions that 
I h:t"w :d)out. parti-upv'ed in — the Korean deci- 

■iori i!i !!»."•) ;i!:d ! l>e <'ub:in de.-isjun «,f laSt 

( )• tolier --;h-. i a: »h.- mortMUif. of daii^er t!:ere 
i. not evarh. ., much n-uir.di-m it: the w ..rld 
.'. , one. would sujin-o-e. that nations all over the 
w„rM <lo ha/.-aliy ii:d-i>-( and uha! tins .-...;::- 


•hat the Soviej Ih.n.n ;," :i f!,T. Aed 

..P|».-a:vd r.i K uva: u a j»p..::r«Ml m f).-!<.UT. 
\o-.-.. v.li.-n the. dm-_'«T h:n ptis-ed. then >,\i 
-.'.: ;. ' Mas to •■ aio.-e from ih'hr jHjint of vi» 

: !:..<!'• !!'■! !::;|l ':i!e of ilfui ... Hut I ! h: 

: i. :,!„■ •!,,: thi- di- .-.,-. j.-u v.v ..re havine; 

h.e \Y. -J ;,!,• U' :•-,/ e.j„.f !,.-,- |j... ;| 1 | i;M...-|- 


i.sr.ir.NT of ktatb BDXJ.zrn.v 


| :l h-:isO.-f..UT •-<• had theeiearevuhnreof the 
:::. : >i.l : ,d fi»uinl'»l i«»li there, :m.| if the <.iher 
-;,!.• ill. I. if the iio-'ake .if .-.lippo'-mg (her.- v\ «■!•.« 
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\iu- birth of NATO It.-.-ir. ;!».■ -dini •• ! 

( iiTcrc and Turivrv .-uid (jerma'ay. i •• <h-e'.;--H.si 
nf the European I )e i'.-mm- Coiuimui: .;.. when v. c 
talk about !imw to build tin- next .-hap:.".. dAi'er- 
.■lices among -overeign slates appear and we 
j.a\e !l great deal nl* diseu.-.-ion about il. 

I'.ul those arc going to U- dir-.-oiwd. ami there 
is imj prohiern nlrfiut. flip, unify of the ailiatire in 
Hit- f:uv of the threat in I he Hoviri I "liinn. 

O . Sir, .'/;•.■ i;:>n rt,nr- rn> d -if a'' ■ >- .- .'/'- '"'- 
•,A^„ f/ hurr.n,.: ofrrifirisu. J,y !h- IS- ,>«i,!i, ;,.s 
„r,r the Cuban /.ofJrJ, .< of th.- ad .i :,i a r <!..<„ ' 
[>o, ■-■ th is alarm you in any .-- ;.•.„■ .' 

A. Oil, I think thai wr narular -. ami. had I 
say. .lurinir the week of : lit- Emeoln I):iy 
-peei-he.-. we an: ;">:n;' to have .-mihc. vi-op a;s 
.ii.--.Mis.-ion in this country. We ouirM to :::ivr. 
and every -J. years am! every -1 years ve hav ( - a 
irreat deh:ite in this; country. Now. I think if 
I were (lei'|>]y concerned about the fad-.r "i 
debate I should not be in my present po-t. i'.ur 
what/s important, is that the main lines of Amer- 
ican foreign policy, since 104.0, haw been 
worked out on a bipartisan basis, both in 'lie 
Executive and in cooperation between members 
of both parties iu the Congress. We have a 
Lmod many Republicans working with us in the 
present, administration and in the Congress 

You remember in the 80th Congress every re- 
port that came out of- the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee during the 80th Congress came 
out unanimously under the chairmanship of 
Senator Yandenberg. From the foreign policy 
point of view that was one of the creative Con- 
gresses in our history, and on the domestic 
policy people of that day had some other things 
to say about the 80th Congress, but basically it is 
bipartisan. 

Q. Do you anticipate another period of ten- 
sion ouch as ice experienced last October, and 
do you think the world is ready to face this all 
over again? 
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\ T!-.. vturiti-'n. ■: ii a.- that Mi < 'uh:i - -ur.d 
,.■:•• ... ■•;.; U- -;i.....iiMn : . m '>ih-r p.-".- .,f <h 
..ri.i f..i! ■•( d .• -■•- 1 iui;-f -:iv thai "i.e 

■■:-. .- ■• .vfi.-M. I'.ul rh. m- a-.- .! .u--rs there. 
; o !■:, .- ,| ; ,,.-.-r- .-.i' !e:-..-'.. i.r fa-d if !!:- v 


!:,,( I -A.iuid !.<■> -■...! :•» p..-.ii,-« ...xactly in 
v.l\;\' v. -.is and ;;■ .'.:,:;? ''• e-u. <.r \-. hi-n l!ii> kind 
>f ii on -on may «« ,-ur. Wr\\..uh! hope :is ue 
-.i\v.:i\r> <lo, :!i:u i h.- •■ r :i' inf-rr-i «»f (lie Tinted 
Mat.-, .-an U« prof. •••fed by peaceful means. 
That is the ba-ie objective and ha.-, and mils! lie 
\,.v -;::v rational uoveruuu-nt :n the modern 


A. W'.-;:, lie.- are !!,itt<T.. Ilia: -To !»• the life 

!»r,--. i. -nt ::- .-rueial. at-ii irV a io-eiy and awful 
•.-.A-: h:-.; :■_,. Tit :dent ie.es to itll in t hes'j ureat 
t \,r<.\, t . irt ,i ,:,:•:;:,; prare. And T would thir.k 

().:toi>er ..c.uh.l '•'■.; a matter of great comfort to 
America;;.- and that i h.ey could understand that 
if he felt that, this country were in danger lie 
would actaerjr.rdingiy. 

Administration of Foreign Aid 

Q. Mr. Secretary* ywir foreign aid director. 
Da rid Bell, said today that there :rould be *omc 
new tough lines in administering foreign aid 
programs. I wonder if you amid describe 
crnr.thj v:hat tough lines the administration has 
in mind. 

A. Well, one 1ms to be a little careful because 
when we talk to our own people there are at 
least three other audiences listening in — our 
allies, the unalincd countries, and the Soviet 
bloc. But I believe myself that foreign aid, a 
substantial foreign aid program, is vital to the 
security and the well-being of our own country. 
But I also believe that in good conscience we 
have to be in a position to go to our own people 
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Our jv.li.-v f!.,.iv \- - ; -i ;h.,i w-m^' :?■ d-u ; rm 

((111-!. M!ivi i! "I .('.".II lll^ ;,,,,{ Ji:.- !l! W;i [', .M -" am* 

u'.m-i i-iil.i <.r»-:-.i- i" . " ! ;i,.il -c:' ha- Si,-«-ii in tin- 
DM r. -.vli.-I :.(>!• Hi <'!•• •- ■• ••:• :U >h,i:iy.-i. 

lOnun or !I."Ou u..-n , „,, 1i,.a-.. n . I . - -.-i-vi'V •■. 
mink ihis ■ .K- .i "M" v.:,,'* p..,.-y. !'!,-•> ar» 
v/orkm- ui:ii ^r^f *t ll:,n»ry :U>.| uml,-.- -re.it 
..i.ili.M.li;,^. An.i:!;.- \' 11 .i!M!i"^;in- !<•<,. 

and Hhr!iVi!x .... :ili<i tSh^.-lifV : ili<] «-;i j»:i--':! V <d 
th.« VietM.;m«^ !"!•<■'■- i|, : i! rl.j- 1- :i pr-bi-m 
:!»:«; mi far. mi!, - j !''•:-«-. '- ..-•■aTu h-.'-. i'r<.:n ::,«• 

byihrfoive.m.v, :i/h«-I E i- 
O. Mr. .<.;■<..■.'>■:/' 
A. Vi-i 

rj. Won!'! i;r t u o,/" ,/„;..,' /W */* /;„ •/. ■••'/ -;,r? 

ironp.-i los'.nn ■' ,i<ti,il-r ■'/» C /■"*"/ lt*r!j.' \\ .V/.' 

airs, to m]> irhrfhr an t Ui i -pftxcnt f!.'l»t 7 >tu',in 
criticism of .'/«/•• Ko'-'^riwnr*. Cvh-nx -jiolinj 
Const'tLit'rs a hr,-nrh "f o„r U"<lJt>n"ni Oi/'-irti- 
.<nn for,:/<jh. jxJirij' 

A. Weil, I ri;ii:ic fU:it. wp^e Sjovirr forces 
are in Cuba, this etches Cuba up into wo rid - 
wide consideration, v/ i' u pviJe confrontation?, 
which expose Cui» :l t° t lu\t overriding confron- 
tation between the 2<H'iet Union and the free 
world. I would think that Cuba would be 
safer without Sovifct troops than with them. 
<2. You mean gofef from tfe United States' 
A. Safer in even- respect, in every respect. 
Q. Mr. SccraaTl/, is the cit^ent quarrel fa- 
twecn Ru^ia and Gh'^a good fle-ics to the West? 
A. We have been v^jry cautious uU.ut inrer- 
preting this split as gc*od news. Basically the 
objectives of the two sides r&main the same. 
They both want to bury us. There are some 
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I.../.- .* .i -:si;^:«- :'■>!■ i.-.vd'-r.-mp i»-i v.,-m 
iV:pw - and M..-a-..v.. iWi; i i:,;:'.'.: ^.»- havr t<> 
. -■,:=!.•, !■•!■ :ii! [•f:»--5i.-:si !"irj..> .•-. :ii:M I '■ ilMM- 
.mm .M..:,. .,w .in d-iM-n«I ii p. M-, ,-iii ..tii.-r :!i !h.- 
,-\,-.i ni p. major .^mfi'Miia: :<»:. a.iU -Ik- fnv 
n.rrlii. And [ h:i-..- !-.<u .-.-fii anylh::,- in this 
-|»1':» yr! that nu..-" '•unu:^r !•> tliat. 

S ■■:•:. :!".t'V ".. i!! Imr-I gather iii:t! tiic most 

!•.••'•['.: ivp'»f(s;iiv tii:ii :!»•>• •.uvt'xpM-.^iii'r^ivjit 

frifml.^iip toward i-.wh <»iiior in tin- hi.-.i <lay or 

• ,w) id . ■uiiru'cthm with ivent anniversaries. 

i',uf I :hi!ik vvt- ju.-t havi- to wait and m*c. There 

, '-.cifn-iou ann»n^ (.'(Hiuiumisl. pariie.s in many 

•r.:i".:rii-. Then-, are --.une strains witiiin the 

hh.- . All this is to the jjoud. Hut I think we 

vo;;M hi- •_'":!! v«if:i L'«v:i« «h-:il of wishfiii thinlc- 

;,-• f •.•.(• ,i..;i!u,' diis ])re<.M-,r situation has 

:■■ ;.-v.-<! i:>. of many <.f our problems. 

Flow of Information 

•I. Mr. >. r?, /,//-;/. ,/,„".• */w' /7rtr, rUliimt lulV. 

rnirr'n: or .'h,r.<: it ,'/,■/ ,./v> /•/,>, ,• /";.•//>/?/»« n'.v ir/i'/i 
,-, h-nnf !>■ -r'nm <i ,/•/.;/■■ /• ■■■.•nins furtb.tr re- 
,;/ n:>,,i of TiO'-s .;nur.y>- <ii"! 'hr t/oir of in ft nnn- 
fio/'.' .\rr th, rr. <riti r'-i that :i"!>j hr nuide 
>,i/h!ir .s„ w.r -ut'lrrslnhd tklz j'Vt.rrs* of m:>rs 
,„'iv<:t;nnrnt hr:trr. <>r ii thi* >i in-rftr.r of 
;,,>i>r>,ris,-tl }>:ihjnu:nt & +it>iatio:\3 d'vr/op/ 

A. Well, I don't, 'enow of any period except 
t'liose 5 or G days dunim the Cuban crisis be- 
:.ueen tlic Monday, the l.Vli, nv.d Monday, the 
•22d oi October. w!:on v.-« dediberately withheld 
important information, because it was vitally 
important, that, when that, information was re- 
leased the action to be taken in connection with 
t h:it information be announced at the same time. 
There-, arc a lot of reasons for that, but we felt 
that they were very important. 

In the iirst instance, we wanted to be abso- 
lutely certain that we had bard information and 
! he coverage of the island during that week was 
complete, and we felt that when Pr- ddent Ken- 
nedy spoke on October 22d * he did have full 
and compete information about the situation 
on the island. 

Now, as far as the rest of it is concerned, the 
secrets are almost literally nonexistent. We 


* For text, see ibid n Nov. 12, 1962, p. 715. 
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have a very capable and active and professional 
press corps in Washington, who not only know 
how to dig out information but also who know 
what's going on without having to ask an of- 
ficer of government at every .stage because he 
can read events and read what's said by various 
governments and put all these tilings together. 
There are a few technical secrets that are not 
disclosed. And from day to day or week to 
week, there are intergovernmental talks, private 
in nature, which arc not fully exposed because 
to do so would frustrate the very purpose of the 
talks. But policy and action in this country are 
not secret. They are public. So that I think 
that, with the exception of those (> or 7 days 
there in October, this question of management 
of news docs not apply to the Department of 
State. 

Now T won't no into the question of how dif- 
ficult it is to keep a secret even if you wanted 
to. So I think 'he press is pretty well serviced. 

West New Guinea 

Q. The Government of Malaya today an- 
nounced a rnili'.iry buildup in the activities of 
the l-\dn-n*>i,mn. In the light of the L'JS. po- 
sition in the settlement of the West Irian 
dispute. I wonder how you would characterize 
recent Indonesian actieiiics in North Borneo 
and whether this given you any cause to regret 
our participation in the Wist Irian di.ipi.tte. 

A. I think if tho=o who are to take part if! the 
Malaysia Federation do .so on a basis of consent, 
as is now th" c-tse, ami on the basis of arrange- 
ments which are within their own jurisdiction 
and control, thai if air/one on the outside at- 
tempts by force or threat of force to interfere 
with those, this would create a very serious 
problem. 

Now. tin' We~t New Guinea thing, [ think, is 
a nit her different question beruu.se there had 
been hanging over since H-'l'J a dispute IxM.ween 
Indonesia and the Netherlands about West 
New Guinea. There had been an original 
agreement, at (he time of the independence of 
Indonesia t o negot iate t hat quest ion — that is t he 
question of the iudejH'.udcnoc of West New 
Guinea during the following year. Tho-e 


negotiations never really took place seriously 
and never produced any result, but there was 
a genuine dispute there about West New Guinea 
and I think the settlement that was reached 
represented the real national policies of both 
parties to that dispute. But I think the Ma- 
laysian situation would bo quite different. 

Q. Mr. Rusk, yo-n menti/yrwd not much pub- 
licity in connection with lopping off certain 
foreign aid project*. Is that because the De- 
partment doesnt want it to be publicized, or 
because the Washington reporters do-rCt ask. 
or what? 

A. No, a part of it is based upon administra- 
tive decisions about whether a particular proj- 
ect is paying oiF. Therefore you simply 
withdraw it. But you don't make a great to-do 
about it because there are other things going on 
that are paying otT and should be followed. 

Q. Would that be managed noes then? If 
you "top a program and dont — 

A. No. For example, I don't believe that it's 
up to us. For example, if wo withdraw a man 
for incompetence, I don't think it's up to us to 
announce that to everybody, that we are- with- 
drawing this particular aid official for incom- 
petence. No one else in th(> country does that 
when they tire somebody for incompetence. Our 
Government is somewhat, different, but I just 
don't think it's a responsible; way to conduct 
public business. 

Now, reporters do get into those situations 
abroad and at home and a good deal of this, is 
known, hut this is not a case, of managed news. 
It's just, that it's a part of the normal operation 
of government. A thousand cables go out of the 
Department of State, every day, and I would 
suppose that OHO of fho~e don't make up uews. 

Q . Mr. IIu.sk. run the problem of British en- 
try into the (\>wwr,,L Market he W 'red ,/.v long 
u.s !)• Cittxdh- remains President of France/ 

A. Well, T suppose (hat, if France continues 
to take the view that. Britain is not ripe for 
membership in the Common Market, in u tech- 
nical sense Franco can stop (he membership of 
Britain into the. Common Market. But there 
are v.ist and important trade relationships l>e- 
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